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question. The purely military question is the possibility
of our capturing Achi Baba with the military resources at
our disposal. I agree that the capture of Achi Baba would
give us certain advantages, if it were possible, but it would
not really reduce the essential danger, which is continuous
intensive bombardment of our lines from three sides. With
your main argument as to the'dangers of the Helles situation
I agree, but can only repeat that I see no prospect of success
in an attack on Achi Baba. I concur in your opinion as
to the necessity for the evacuation of Helles, but I have
always understood that its retention was determined on in
deference to the Navy's representations that it was necessary
from a naval point of view to maintain a hold on the en-
trance to the Straits. I am sending a copy of this letter
by telegram to Lord Kitchener.*'

The General having won his battle and the Admiral having
lost his, they resumed cordial relations, but it is no use
pretending that the wonderful good comradeship which had
existed between the Naval and Military Headquarters, when
both were animated by a determination to win a great victory,
was not strained when thek policies were diametrically opposed.
However, fortunately for us and the Army in Gallipoli who had
to carry out the evacuation, the new G.H.Q. did not concern
themselves with the operation, beyond communicating the
Government's decision to the Dardanelles Army Headquarters
at Imbros; and there we were among friends with whom we
had been associated from the outset in an alliance as close as
that of Wolfe and Saunders off Quebec in 1759.
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